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London Bridge / Borough Market Inquests
Friday , 11 January 2019

(10.30 am)
Pre Inquest Review
THE CHIEF CORONER: Good morning, Mr Hough.
MR HOUGH: Good morning, sir. As you know, this is the
third pre-inquest hearing in the inquests concerning the
deaths arising from the London Bridge and Borough Market
terrorist attack of 3 June 2017.
As at previous hearings, the purpose is firstly to
update interested persons and the wider public on the
preparations for the Inquest; secondly to allow
interested persons to express any views, and thirdly to
resolve a small number of procedural issues .
The subjects to be addressed are set out in
an agenda and written submissions which were calculated
to interested persons last week, and which are available
to the press today. Those and any directions will be
posted on the Inquest’s website.
May I begin by introducing those appearing.
I appear with Aaron Moss as counsel to the Inquest.
Bircham Dyson Bell are solicitors to the Inquest, a team
led by Sian Jones.
Gareth Patterson QC, instructed by Hogan Lovells,
appears for the families of six of those who died:
Christine Archibald, James McMullan, Alexandre Pigeard,
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Day 1

of the Independent Office for Police Conduct is
represented by John Gayer.
Howard Stevens QC, instructed by Kennedys, appears
for Hertz UK Limited and Probus Insurance.
I hope I have not omitted anyone.
So I propose that , as before, you hear from me on
all subjects on the agenda, and then address each agenda
item individually with interested persons present, if
that ’ s convenient.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Certainly, thank you.
MR HOUGH: The first item is applications for designation as
interested persons.
As you know, sir , it ’ s not uncommon for applications
to be made throughout the preparations for an Inquest by
people and organisations seeking interested person
status .

You have dealt with a number of such

applications in the past and there are two more to
address today. Both are made under section 47(2)(m) of
the Coroners and Justice Act 2009, which gives you
a discretion to designate those with a sufficient
interest in the Inquest. We have outlined the legal
principles in earlier submissions.
The first application is by British Transport Police
on the grounds, first of all , that its officers were
heavily involved in the response to the attack
3
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Kirsty Boden, Sébastien Bélanger and Sara Zelenak.
Dominic Adamson, instructed by Slater and Gordon, is for
the family of Xavier Thomas. The family of Ignacio
Echeverria are not represented but are in communication
with family liaison officers .
For the former wife of Rachid Redouane is
Esma Basbaydar of Imran Khan & Partners. The widow of
Khuram Butt is not represented in court today, I think ,
but has had representation from GSG Law.
Members of the family of Youssef Zaghba are not
represented, but there have been communications with
them about the Inquest.
Richard Horwell QC and Matthew Butt appear for the
Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis.
Fiona Barton QC appears for the Commissioner of the City
of London Police.
Hannah Walsh of Weightmans is for British Transport
Police .

Samantha Leek QC appears for the Secretary of

State for the Home Department, and is representing
security agencies.
Sarah Simcock appears for the London Ambulance
Service .

Saba Naqshbandi is for the

London Fire Commissioner. Fiona Canby appears for
Transport for London. Briony Ballard is for the
Corporation of the City of London. The director general
2
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generally .

Secondly, that two specific officers

directly encountered the attackers .

Thirdly , that other

specific officers were involved in the aftermath and
emergency care.
The second application is by the City of London
Corporation.

It has responsibility for the structure of

London Bridge. Its interest arises because the Inquests
will be looking at physical security measures on the
bridge.
We support both applications , for reasons we’ve
given in our written submissions. Nobody has objected
to either of them, and in those circumstances we would
invite you to make the relevant orders.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Yes. And departing from your suggestion
for one moment, Mr Hough, it may be if I deal with that
first of all , just to see whether anyone wishes to say
anything in relation to either application .
No. Thank you.
Mr Hough, it seems to me those are well founded
applications and I grant them.
MR HOUGH: Thank you, sir.
The second item is the update on the police
investigation .

As you know, sir , the investigative work

of Operation Datival of SO15 has continued since the
last hearing and continued apace. We give a full update
4
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London Bridge / Borough Market Inquests

at paragraph 8 of our submissions, but let me outline a
few key points .
The police team have by now taken over 2,700 witness
statements and have supplied them to the Inquest team.
They’ve continued their work reviewing and analysing
a vast amount of CCTV footage from the scene of the
attack , from points on the attackers ’ route, and showing
the attackers ’ movements before the attack. As I ’ ll
explain in a moment, they’ve produced a number of
compilations of the key footage to be used in the
Inquests.
They’ve also reviewed a large amount of police
body-worn video footage and footage from other sources,
including videos taken by members of the public.
They’ve incorporated useful material into the
compilations.
Work by forensic scientists has continued, including
examination of the van used in the attack , the
attackers ’ weapons and petrol bombs found in the van.
Since the last hearing, work has been done to establish
whether the van actually physically came into contact
with Xavier Thomas.
A number of smartphones and laptops were found which
had some link to the attackers , and a huge amount of
work has been done to investigate their communications,
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preparations for the attack and a report on the hiring
of the van, each of which has recently been disclosed .
There are reports on the analysis of electronic devices ,
which will be disclosed over coming weeks.
In addition , the Datival team are helpfully
producing further reports at our request: an overview
report summarising the events of the attack , a report on
the master video compilation, and a biographical report
on the life and background of each attacker .
They are also in the process of supplying your team
with documents from their investigation , such as
investigation logs , interview transcripts and so on.
So that ’ s a brief summary of the work of the Datival
team.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Just pausing there, Mr Hough, perhaps
I should thank them very much indeed for all the
assistance they’re giving to the Inquests team.
MR HOUGH: Yes, they are at one and the same time performing
a major investigation and acting as coroner’s officers ,
supporting you in your task .
THE CHIEF CORONER: Yes.
MR HOUGH: The third agenda item is inquiries by the Inquest
team.
In parallel with the continuing work of the police ,
your team has been making inquiries of various
7
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internet searches, and so on.
As I said at the last hearing, the police have also
been involved in the instruction of a series of experts ,
most of whom will be called to give evidence in the
Inquest.
The police Computer Aided Modelling Bureau has
produced a 3D model of the attack scene based on laser
scanning of the area which will be used, as in the
Westminster Bridge Inquest, to provide a variety of
visual aids .
The police have also produced a number of
investigation reports with some input from your team on
their content. These, we suggest, should be the first
port of call for interested persons seeking to
understand the evidence in overview.
There are reports on each of those who died,
covering the circumstances of death and emergency care.
First versions of those were disclosed through the
document management system Opus to interested persons
in June. Updated versions were disclosed last month.
For each attacker there is a report of around
120 pages, which provides an overview of the attack with
plans, stills from relevant footage and summaries of
eyewitness evidence. They were disclosed last month.
There is also a separate report on the attackers ’
6
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organisations as set out in paragraph 12 of the
submissions. Let me summarise them and add some
observations in relation to the submissions of others.
London Ambulance Service has provided substantial
documentation, such as patient forms and CAD logs.

It

is also producing four overview statements, as helpfully
set out at paragraph 7 of Ms Simcock’s submissions for
this hearing. Those will cover various aspects of the
operational response and the emergency care of those who
died. The London Fire Commissioner has provided
documents relating to fire officers ’ activity on the
night of the attack .
The Metropolitan Police Service has been asked to
provide evidence explaining its operational response to
the attack , and also evidence covering the training of
armed officers who confronted the attackers .

We note

the point made in the submissions of the Metropolitan
Police Service that care may need to be taken with
firearms training evidence not to reveal sensitive
tactics , and we’re very alive to that .
The City of London Police has also been asked to
provide relevant evidence, and that will include
a statement covering matters relating to
Project Servator , an initiative involving unpredictable
and visible police deployment, which is used to deter
8
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London Bridge / Borough Market Inquests

and disrupt criminal activity , including terrorist acts .
We’ve recently received a draft of that statement and
an exhibit , and we hope to disclose that material soon.
We note from Mr Patterson’s submissions that the
families are also keen to understand what patrol units
were deployed by the City of London Police and the MPS
in the area of the attacks , whether generally or in
connection with Project Servator.

We’ll ask that that

topic is covered in the operational statements of the
forces .
The Independent Office of Police Conduct produced
a report on the fatal shooting of the attackers , which
was disclosed several months ago. It has also provided
its investigation documents and a short video
compilation of the actual confrontation .
Hertz. We’ve received and disclosed two statements
from Hertz employees about the hiring of the van. We’ve
also made further inquiries about security checks which
would be made in June 2017 and which would be made now,
before vehicles of this kind are hired out. In that
connection, we take Mr Patterson’s point that it may be
helpful to have a statement from an appropriate
government department on the subject, and with that in
mind we’ll make inquiries with the Department for
Transport in the first instance .
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First of all , as I ’ ve said , there is a master
compilation of footage covering the attackers ’
preparations, their movements on the day, their route to
the scene, the van being driven across the bridge and
into pedestrians, the continued attack on foot with the
multiple savage assaults , both fatal and non-fatal , and
the final confrontation with the armed officers .
On the compilation there are markings to indicate
relevant individuals and vehicles so that it can be more
readily understood. This is a long compilation which
comes in a number of parts and runs for around four
hours. The first two-thirds of it have been disclosed
via the Opus system this week and the balance will be
uploaded very shortly .

showing their movements before the attack, the fatal
events and the aftercare .
We are grateful for confirmation from Mr Patterson
and Mr Adamson that those can be disclosed without
waiting for them to be viewed by all the families , which
would take a little time. That will be arranged as soon
as possible .
There will also be animations based upon the
Computer Aided Modelling Bureaus 3D model of the scene,
and there will be packages of stills from the key pieces
11

Transport for London. As Ms Canby acknowledges in
her submissions, there ’ s ongoing work for Transport for
London to provide documents relevant to physical
security measures on London Bridge and about any
intelligence on threats to the area.

Similar inquiries

will be made of the City of London Corporation.
Again, we understand that the families have concerns
about the lack of barriers on London Bridge, this attack
coming some months after the Westminster Bridge attack.
We can assure them that this is a topic we are actively
pursuing. We will be seeking statements from police and
from national agencies, as well as from the local
authorities , on that subject .
British Transport Police has been asked for relevant
documents and, again, to prepare a statement of its
operational activities on the night of the attack .
Finally , we’re pursuing inquiries with a number of
agencies about practices for recovery of bodies from the
Thames. We also agree with Mr Adamson’s submission that
a statement should be produced to explain the efforts to
search for Xavier Thomas, including when and why those
efforts were discontinued.
So the fourth agenda item is audio-visual materials .
The following audio-visual materials are to be used in
the Inquest.
10
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of CCTV footage, because those can be very useful in
examining witnesses.
The fifth item on the agenda is disclosure to
interested persons.
As I ’ ve already indicated , a large amount of
material has been disclosed by uploading to the Opus
system, which is accessible to interested persons, and
which I hope it will be agreed is a very user- friendly
platform. That includes investigation reports ,
pathology reports , already hundreds of witness
statements disclosed , and some expert reports. The
video material I have mentioned has also been disclosed
via that system, as has more material.
Regular updating emails are sent to interested
persons to identify the material that ’ s being uploaded
to Opus. The disclosure work, as you know, sir , takes
a large amount of time and effort , as material has to be
reviewed for relevance and redactions have to be applied
for irrelevant personal information and the like .

More

material will be disclosed over the coming weeks, as set
out in paragraph 15 of our submissions. Disclosure is
being rigorously prioritised so that the most
evidentially valuable material is disclosed first .
By the end of this month, we shall have disclosed
all of the statements referenced in the attacker and
12
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London Bridge / Borough Market Inquests

victim reports , giving interested persons access to the
main eyewitness statements three months before the
Inquests start .
So the sixth item is selection and timetabling of
witnesses.
Although the decision on which witnesses to call is
ultimately for you as coroner, we will be consulting
fully with the families and all other interested persons
on the subject .
In our submissions at paragraphs 18 and 19, we’ve
set out the types of evidence to be given at the two
consecutive hearings: first that concerning the victims ,
then that concerning the attackers .

Based on the

submissions of others, we don’t discern any disagreement
with the approach we’ve set out there .
In the next couple of weeks we’ll circulate a first
draft witness list for comment by interested persons.
We will be looking to produce a reasonably clear
timetable by around the end of February, allowing
witnesses to be warned two months before the hearing.
Sir , the seventh item is expert evidence: an item
we’ve included simply to give the opportunity for any
interested person to identify further expert evidence
that they say may be needed. We’re not aware of any
proposal of that kind, but no doubt we’ll hear if
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which would weaken efforts to combat terrorism in
future .

The way we propose to do that is as follows .

The Security Service have considered our points and
are current working on a witness statement of a senior
officer .

This will provide background evidence, it will

attest to the contents of the Anderson Report, or the
relevant contents, and will provide further material
which the Service accepts can be disclosed .

and a final version of that statement will be disclosed
to interested persons as soon as possible thereafter .
The Service will also indicate what, if any, further
material it would agree to have disclosed in the
Inquests, and explain any objections to disclosure
beyond that. After that , a decision will be taken on
whether the Service should be required to make a public
interest immunity application which will then be
considered at a further hearing.
Come what may, we understand that the senior officer
of the Service will be giving evidence at the Inquest,
as happened at the Westminster Bridge Inquest. Both
Mr Patterson and Mr Adamson make the point in their
submissions that they’re keen to see underlying
documents which evidence the MI5 investigations into
Khuram Butt, to the extent that ’ s possible .
15

anybody has anything to suggest.
The eighth item is security sensitive material and
evidence from the Security Service .

This requires

a little more elaboration.
As I said at the last hearing, the public report of
Lord Anderson QC on MI5 and police reviews of the 2017
terror attacks makes clear that Khuram Butt was the
subject of a priority investigation by MI5 at the time
of the attack .

It also gives some further information

about MI5’s intelligence on the attackers .
One of the subjects to be covered at the Inquest is
what was known to the authorities about the attackers
before 3 June 2017. Since the last hearing,
security -cleared members of your team have been given
access to the classified post-attack reviews of MI5 and
the police , and to all the documents underlying those
reports .

We’ve also held a number of constructive

meetings with MI5, in which we’ve identified first of
all information which doesn’t appear in the Anderson
Report, which we regard as potentially relevant to the
Inquest, and, secondly, a set of the underlying
documents which, similarly , we regard as relevant .
The challenge is to find a means to adduce as much
relevant material as possible and enable a full and
thorough inquiry, but without divulging information
14

Opus 2 International
Official Court Reporters

A draft

will be ready for our review at the start of next month,

13

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Day 1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

We understand that submission, as an advocate will
often prefer to test evidence by reference to actual
contemporaneous documents. However, I hope everyone
will understand that we can’t give commitments today
about the form in which evidence will be disclosed .
What I can promise is that we will follow the process
we’ve indicated , that we have taken a rigorous and
challenging approach in our dealings with the Service ,
and that we’ ll continue to do so.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Can I just, again, it may be appropriate
for me to simply just acknowledge, Ms Leek, the work
that ’ s been done between those who you represent and my
team. Thank you very much.
MS LEEK: Thank you, sir .

I ’ m grateful .

MR HOUGH: The ninth item is anonymity and special measures
applications .
Since the last hearing you issued a detailed ruling
which addressed a number of applications for anonymity
and special measures. That ruling is available on the
website and is summarised at paragraph 27 of our
submissions.
There was a further application which was deferred
and which we discuss at paragraphs 28 and 29. It was by
a male relation of Khuram Butt. Although the
applicant ’ s solicitors indicated on 16 November 2018
16
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that that application for anonymity was not being
pressed, you nevertheless prudently gave more time for
it to be supported by evidence in your ruling of
19 November, and you did so for reasons we don’t need to
go into in detail today.
In our written submissions we explain why we say the
anonymity application should now be refused formally but
we add that special measures should be granted if this
individual is called as a witness. We give our reasons
in the document. Given the position taken by the
applicant ’ s solicitors in November, we submit that you
can and should address the matter by giving a direction
today, referring to our submissions as necessary for
your reasons, sir .
Also, and separately , we understand that
an application for anonymity and special measures will
be made on behalf of the Security Service witness.
We anticipate that that can be dealt with in writing
after this hearing.

It may well raise the same set of

arguments and issues which you addressed in the
Westminster Bridge case where the equivalent application
was not controversial .
We also understand that there may be another such
application by the Metropolitan Police Service on behalf
of a police officer who will be giving evidence. Again,

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

case worked well.
So, in conclusion, I hope that summary has been
helpful for you, sir , for interested persons, and for
the public here. Unless you wish to raise any matters
at this stage , I ’ ll address any further submissions by
way of reply .
THE CHIEF CORONER: Thank you very much, Mr Hough.
I ’ m going to suggest we start right at the end with
the start date and the practicalities .
Initially , we had hoped that the hearings would
start at the end of April , but I think , for various
reasons, 7 May seems to me to be the sensible date to
make a substantive start .
Can I ask if anyone wants to say anything about the
start date and the arrangements that Mr Hough has set
out in relation to the practicalities of video links ,
where we can arrange them?
Very good. Well, I will then say that the Inquests
will start on Tuesday, 7 May in this courtroom, and the
arrangements that are set out in the submissions from
counsel to the Inquests.
Can I then go back to item 2 on the agenda, which
was the update, Mr Hough, which you have given about the
Operation Datival investigation so far .
Mr Patterson, if I can address you first of all ,
19
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it may be possible to deal with that in writing .

But

what we would ask today is that any media organisation
which would be interested in considering and addressing
such applications should inform the solicitors to the
Inquests of their contact details so that they can be
properly involved in any such applications and their
review.
Sir , finally , the tenth item is the start date and
the practicalities of the Inquest hearings. The Inquest
hearing for the victims will , it is planned, begin on
7 May 2019 and will run for several weeks, immediately
followed by the hearing of the attackers ’ Inquests,
which will have a jury and which we expect to be
shorter .

We anticipate the two hearings together

lasting a total of around two months. Both hearings
will take place here in Court Number 1 of the Old
Bailey , and court sitting hours will be from 10.00 am to
about 4.30 pm each day. Transcripts of the hearing will
be posted to the website each day.
Your team are in communication with the families’
representatives about arranging video links , where
possible , to their home countries. We will do
everything in our power to make the hearings as
accessible to the families as possible .

As you know,

sir , the links we set up during the Westminster Bridge
18
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because I know you touch on this in your written
submissions.
MR PATTERSON: Yes.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Can I simply make clear to you and to
everyone else in court that I ’ ve read the written
submissions that have been sent in .

I ’ m not inviting

people to elaborate on them, unless they wish to .

It ’ s

really an opportunity to stress anything in addition to
that which is in your written document that you wish to
mention.
MR PATTERSON: Nothing in addition. But could I simply say
that I ’ m grateful for what I ’ ve heard this morning from
Mr Hough in relation to those distinct areas of inquiry
which will be looked into .

Protective security is of

real significance , particularly in relation to
Christine Archibald, who was hit on the pavement as she
crossed the bridge.

I ’ m grateful that relevant and

appropriate witnesses with appropriate responsibility
will be, hopefully , called .
Equally , the vehicle rental issue and consideration
of a witness from the Department for Transport. The
issues that arose in Westminster seem to have resulted
in absolutely nothing by way of additional regulation or
efforts to prevent rentals by those planning terrorist
attacks .
20
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Perhaps while I ’ m on my feet, sir , may I simply say
that in relation to the Security Service issue , again,
we’re grateful that there are efforts to ensure that the
relevant evidence will be available .

It makes a world

of difference having the actual evidence when examining
a witness and exploring this very significant issue , and
so we’re grateful for the efforts on both parts to have
a workable solution to this .
THE CHIEF CORONER: Thank you. Mr Patterson, whilst I’ve
got you on your feet , in relation to the other items on
the agenda, again, your very helpful written submissions
makes clear that you have noted effectively what is
happening with things such as the video compilations
with the other material .
MR PATTERSON: Yes.
THE CHIEF CORONER: And I don’t think you have anything
further to say at this stage in relation to any of that .
MR PATTERSON: We are very grateful for the help of your
team and we will liaise , as in the last Inquest, to
ensure that everything runs smoothly. It ran very well
on the last occasion with the link to Romania, and we
will ensure that hopefully everything runs in a seamless
fashion .
THE CHIEF CORONER: Thank you. The one matter that, as you
know, I am very interested in is the pen portrait
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MR PATTERSON: And it ensures that the families are at the
heart of the process, which I know is what you did
ensure throughout the last Inquest.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Yes. Thank you, Mr Patterson.
Mr Adamson, coming to you next, if I may, simply
because, again, some of the similar points that I ’ ve
just mentioned to Mr Patterson apply equally to you, and
I ’ ve read your written submissions. Very helpful they
are indeed. I don’t know whether you have anything
further to add to them?
MR ADAMSON: I’ve got nothing to add. I have heard what my
learned friend Mr Patterson has just said .

anything that you require me to address you on, I have
nothing to say.
THE CHIEF CORONER: No. Thank you.
Can I then just inquire of anyone else , in relation
to - - at the moment I’ve been looking - - I started ,
I know, with item 2 with Mr Patterson. To some extent,
we’ve trespassed outside number 2 to look at other
inquiries and other matters. Can I simply ask if anyone
wishes to make any further oral submissions to the
points on any of the agenda items?
So far as the anonymity and special measures
applications are concerned, Mr Horwell, I think there
23

material .
MR PATTERSON: Yes.
THE CHIEF CORONER: And, again, I would welcome that being
put in whichever form suits the families that you
represent, and being presented, as it was in the
Westminster Bridge Inquest, at the beginning.

It was

an extremely important part of that , and it will be
an extremely important part of this Inquest, for me to
hear something of these people in life .
MR PATTERSON: We were very grateful for the opportunity on
the last occasion. We are grateful that on this
occasion you are similarly taking this evidence.
very helpful for the families .

It was

I ’ m sure it will be

again, whether it is a family member speaking in person
or whether they ask for something to be read on their
behalf .

But it does help everyone to focus on the

individual lives that we are dealing with, when we then
turn to the relevant issues .
THE CHIEF CORONER: On the last occasion we had material
given in a number of different formats, including quite
a moving video from the family from Bucharest, where it
was presented here in a way that they weren’t able to be
here to see, but at least they knew that the material
was being presented in a way that I could listen and see
here.
22
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may be, in due course, an application .
MR HORWELL: Very likely to be.
THE CHIEF CORONER: And obviously that material submitted in
written form we can deal with as and when.
MR HORWELL: Sir, yes.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Thank you very much.
So far as ABi is concerned, Mr Hough, I don’t know
that anyone is here physically in court to represent?
MR HOUGH: No. As I indicated , the solicitors indicated
that they were not pressing the application .
THE CHIEF CORONER: No.
MR HOUGH: However, because the application made reference
to personal health issues - THE CHIEF CORONER: Yes.
MR HOUGH: -- you went ahead to give more time in case the
applicant wished to renew it , or to provide any
supporting material .
THE CHIEF CORONER: Of which we have had none.
MR HOUGH: And he has not done so. Nevertheless, we have
looked at the application on its merits on the basis of
the evidence that we have, and for the reasons set out
in our written submissions, we would invite you to
refuse the application for anonymity formally, but to
indicate that if this gentleman is called as a witness,
special measures in the form we’ve indicated will be
24
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granted.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Yes. I make those directions , Mr Hough,
in relation to ABi.
So far as other matters on the agenda are concerned,
it seems to me that the only other matter I was simply
going to mention directly was that of expert evidence.
Simply that I ’ m conscious that if there is such material
that is sought, the sooner we know about it the better .
The written submissions I have seen, no one seems to be
flagging it up, but as I have everyone here, it seemed
to be an appropriate question to ask of everyone present
whether there are any other expert materials sought?
MR HOUGH: An echoing silence.
Sir , the reason we include this item, and we’ve
included it in the past , is that it is very difficult to
arrange expert evidence at short notice and have the
expert properly instructed with everyone’s interests
taken into account.
It can always happen that the need for a particular
form of expert evidence arises late on, but we’re trying
to minimise the chance of that , because of its potential
for disrupting proceedings.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Thank you.
Does anyone wish to raise any other matter in
relation to either the items on the agenda or anything
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Tuesday, 7 May for the commencement of the Inquest
hearings.
As you’ve indicated , the timescale is likely to be
that the Inquests together run for the best part of two
months. I know there are a couple of dates that I ’ ve
given to the Inquest team when I will not be available .
I ’ m happy that those dates are circulated with others,
because I ’ m conscious that people may have other
commitments which they wish to arrange around those
dates .

They are likely to be dates when we won’t be

able to sit at all , because I will not be in London.
But, as I say, I ’ m happy that everyone is told those
dates .
MR HOUGH: Yes, sir .

else this morning?
Very good.
Mr Patterson and Mr Adamson, the one thing I failed
to mention earlier on is that the facilities which were
made available for the last hearing will be made
available for this hearing, so there will be a room
available for family members if they wish to attend all
or any parts of the Inquest hearings.
MR PATTERSON: Yes.
THE CHIEF CORONER: A room very close to this courtroom is
dedicated for their use. The Corporation of London have
kindly redecorated those rooms, principally for these
interests , but in fact they will be used in other
situations too , and I ’ m extremely grateful to them for
doing that .
MR PATTERSON: Yes.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Clearly, any other matter which we can
appropriately deal with to make what will be a very
difficult time for the family members easier we will do
so.
MR PATTERSON: It worked well last time and we are grateful
that that facility will be available again this time.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Thank you very much.
Mr Hough, if there ’ s nothing further that needs to
be raised this morning, we will meet again then on
26
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And obviously between now and 7 May,

there will be a huge amount of work going on and
interested persons will be regularly updated.
THE CHIEF CORONER: Absolutely. It was very clear to me in
the course of the Westminster Bridge Inquest that a vast
amount of work was done outside this courtroom by all of
those who were present, assisting me in my task. And as
I expressed at the end. I was extremely grateful that
work had been done, and presented the Inquest before me
in a very clear way. This has a wealth of material .
I ’ ve looked at a very small proportion of it myself, but
I ’ m conscious of the work that’s required to be done not
27
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only by you and other members of the Inquest team, but
all of those present in court .

And I know that the time

between now and May -- it sounds a long time - - but
I equally know that actually that time will be taken up
in very valuable preparation for these Inquest hearings.
Very well .

We will meet again, then, on 7 May.

I ’ ll rise .
(11.18 am)
(The court adjourned)
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